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portant American painters. This policy has been decided on 
mainly for two reasons; first, it seems the normal point of 
beginning for an American museum, and second, it offers the 
field in which paintings can be bought to good advantage and 
at low prices as compared with the European schools. 

The first purchase made from the Huntington fund is the 
portrait of Mrs. John Greene, daughter of Governor William 
Greene of Rhode Island, by John Singleton Copley, one of 
the most distinguished of the American Colonial painters, who 
was born in Boston, July 3, 1737, although he spent his later 
years in London, where he died on September 9, 1 8 1 5. 

Copley was an interesting figure in his day. Largely self- 
taught, he became one of the popular portrait painters in 
America, and an exhibitor in the Royal Academy before he left 
America, in 1774. His father-in-law was the tea merchant 
whose cargo served as an example in the Boston tea party. 

The portrait of Mrs. Greene acquired for the John Hunt- 
ington Collection was painted in Boston and is a good example 
of Copley's American style, rather stiff, the fabrics well painted 
but, as is usual in his work, having a cold and hard character 
which leaves the observer untouched. The picture is in its 
original frame, which is said to have been made by Paul Revere, 
the Boston patriot, who appears to have added to his duties as 
mint-master and silversmith the interesting trade of frame- 
maker, and is known to have made frames for many of the 
portraits painted by Copley in Boston. 

The collection has recently received three additions by gift, 
"A Capri Lace Maker" by George B. Butler, N. A., presented 
by Miss Helen C. Butler, New York; "Portrait of an Old 
Sea Captain" by Samuel Isham, the gift of Mrs. Henry Osborn 
Taylor, of New York, and an Italian "Landscape" by F. C. 
Gottwald, from Mrs. John Huntington. 

NEW TRUSTEES 
At the June meeting of the Board, Messrs. John L. Severance 
and Ralph King were elected Trustees to fill the vacancies 
caused by the death of Dr. Dudley P. Allen and Mr. Edwin 
R. Perkins. Both Mr. Severance and Mr. King have already 
shown their interest in the Museum in many ways and have 
served effectively on the Advisory Council. They are well 
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known as discriminating collectors in various fields, and can be 
counted upon to work effectively in the interests of the Mu- 
seum and its collections. 

NEW COUNCILLORS 
The death of Mr. Henry R. Hatch and the election of Messrs. 
Severance and King as Trustees, left three vacancies in the 
Advisory Council which have been filled by the appointment of 
Messrs. John Huntington Hord and Guerdon S. H olden, who 
will bring to the Council enthusiasm and special knowledge 
which will be of peculiar advantage, and Mr. Charles L. Freer, 
of Detroit, who has already proved his friendliness, and whose 
advice will be of inestimable value in many ways. 

THE LIBRARY 
The Museum now has a small fund available for purchases, 
and lists are being prepared of the books most necessary for 
the use of the staff and those who will wish from the beginning 
to study the Museum collections. To a certain extent the 
books needed are standard, and beyond this primary list the 
purchasing will be governed largely by the objects acquired tor 
the Museum by gift or purchase. 

The promising growth of the Oriental section, through gifts 
already made and the important benefaction and the expedi- 
tion to the Orient announced in this issue, calls for an impor- 
tant Oriental library. This need is in part met, so far as the 
staff itself is concerned, by the fortunate fact that there are in 
Cleveland two important private Oriental libraries which have 
been most graciously placed at the disposal of the staff; one of 
them being, it is believed, the largest existing library of books 
in English on China and the Chinese. While duly grateful for 
the great advantages which these libraries offer the staff, they 
cannot serve the general public and must be supplemented by 
certain indispensable books in the Museum library. 

It has been suggested frequently by friends of the Museum 
that they had, or knew of, books which were to be given to the 
Museum. This outline of the intentions regarding the library 
is offered in the hope that such volumes may either be pre- 
sented now, or the Director furnished lists with a statement as to 
future delivery, in order that extensive purchase at this time of 
books likely to be presented in the near future, may be avoided. 
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